New Missionary

Jake Vilhauer recently graduated from Martin Luther College (MLC) and is a new
missionary for the One Africa Team.

Coming out of Martin Luther College I initially planned on becoming a high school
history teacher. In history teacher fashion, here’s a crash course of the last eight
months of my life. I was informed that I was being considered for an international
call. T accepted that international call. I graduated from MLC and announced my call
to my family, who were shocked - the understatement of the year. I got married to
Maddie Hockenbery on the 1st of June and shipped off to Zambia in August.

Learning Curve

Ten days after arriving in Zambia, my wife and I left for France to begin our French-
speaking journey. We stayed in Strasbourg and went to French school every day,
starting from scratch. Thanksgiving came quickly, and we left France to live with
another missionary family in Douala, Cameroon to learn more French and to learn
about West African culture. Soon we will return to Zambia and settle down in our
own place.


https://welsfriendsofafrica.com/new-missionary/
https://mlc-wels.edu/
https://welsfriendsofafrica.com/port-of-calling/

The work that I have been able to do as a missionary with the One Africa Team is
awesome, to say the least. I have worked with multiple groups of potential partners.
Four seminary teachers from West Africa came to Douala and I helped them with
educational strategies for the future. I have also taught online TELL classes with
people all over Africa, studying the Bible in depth.

God’s Plan

There have been some challenges with being away from family, learning a new
language, and learning a new culture. However, these past months have helped me
to grow in my faith and learn how to work on a team. Although we are far from our
families in the States, we were instantly provided with new families on the mission
field. There has not been a lack of support from anyone, and I am truly grateful for
that.


https://welsfriendsofafrica.com/tell-africa-the-good-news/




Teaching in French in Cameroon

The past five months away from home have been a whirlwind. I never thought I
would be a missionary. I would joke with Maddie about going abroad to annoy her. I
had not heard of a World Missions call from MLC. People say that God hears our
plans and laughs - that was true in my case. In the last year, God allowed me to
graduate from MLC, receive and accept a World Missions call, get married, learn a
new language, and live on three different continents. I pray that God blesses our
missionary work here in Africa.

Jake and Maddie Vilhauer live in Lusaka, Zambia

Please pray for those working in fields that are ripe for harvest. Share their story,
engage with future news, and receive updates. Learn more about our mission fields
in Africa and how the Holy Spirit is working faith in people’s hearts
at https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa


https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa

