
Christ is Certainly Risen!
This  week’s  post  is  written by  Rev.  Brad Wordell,  a  member of  the  faculty  of
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary’s Pastoral Studies Institute. He also serves as the
liaison between the Commission on Inter-Church Relations (CICR) and One Africa
Team. As our mission efforts continue to bear fruit in Africa, the CICR plays a vital
role in establishing formal relations between church bodies on the continent and the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

During this Easter season, we might say that the CICR stands for Christ Is Certainly
Risen. It is true! Jesus Christ has risen from the dead! Our Savior is risen indeed!

His resurrection changes everything for us. Because our Savior lives, we live. We
have life (peace and fellowship with God and the privilege of serving him) now and
in the world to come. And our holy, Christian faith seeks to be active—in worship, in
the proclamation of the Lord’s name, and in love to him and the people around us.
What a blessed life we have! All praise be to our Triune God!

The seal of the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia
The members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod are heirs of the Lutheran
Reformation. We believe that the Bible is the only source of faith and doctrine (sola
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scriptura), that sinful mankind is saved by faith in Jesus and not by good works (sola
fide), and that everything we have is a gift from our gracious God in heaven (sola
gratia). We believe God has determined the times and places that we should live,
and that it is his will that we proclaim his name among the nations. We believe that
God works through the means of grace—the gospel in the Word, in Holy Baptism,
and in the Lord’s Supper—to create, preserve, and strengthen our faith, and to
produce in  us  the fruits  of  faith.  We believe that  the Lutheran Confessions  as
recorded in the Book of Concord of 1580 are a faithful exposition of the Word of
God. We rejoice that like-minded Lutherans are singing Hallelujah to the Lord all
around the world,  and we rejoice in this blessed fellowship as we wait  for the
glorious return of our Savior.



The Lutheran Church of Ethiopia is headquartered in the city of Bishoftu, Ethiopia
The  WELS  enjoys  this  blessed  fellowship  of  doctrine  and  practice  with  the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) in the States, and with more than 35 church
bodies  around  the  world  in  the  Confessional  Evangelical  Lutheran  Conference
(CELC).

In order to extend and conserve the true doctrine and practice of the Evangelical
Lutheran  Church,  the  Wisconsin  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  through  its
Commission on Inter-Church Relations (CICR) keeps itself  informed on doctrinal
trends in other church bodies. This commission, made up of ten members and four



advisory members, serves under the Conference of Presidents and represents the
synod in doctrinal discussions with other church bodies who are, or are not, in
fellowship with the synod, in order to “extend and conserve the true doctrine and
practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.” 

To accomplish this the CICR keeps itself informed on the doctrinal trends in other
church bodies and works to preserve and strengthen the bonds of fellowship with
church  bodies  with  which  there  is  complete  unity  of  doctrine  and  practice.
Additionally, the CICR seeks to extend the bond of confessional fellowship with other
church bodies  where  such unity  becomes apparent  and to  offer  testimony and
assistance  to  groups  which  show  a  desire  to  grow  in  their  understanding  of
evangelical Lutheran doctrine and practice.

The members of Kitengela Lutheran Church worship in a storefront
On the continent of Africa, the CICR does its work in collaboration with the One
Africa Team. As a member of the CICR, I am pleased also to be a part of the One
Africa Team. In 2017 we rejoiced as the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia (LCE) joined
our fellowship, and in 2019 we rejoiced as the LCMC-Kenya joined our fellowship.
May the Lord continue to guide and bless us all! May the good and gracious will of
the Lord be done in us and through us!  May His name be hallowed! May His
kingdom come!

Rev. Bradley Wordell lives in Mequon, Wisconsin



Please pray for those working in fields that are ripe for harvest. Share their story,
engage with future news and receive updates. Learn more about our mission fields
in  Africa  and  how  the  Holy  Spirit  is  working  faith  in  people’s  hearts
at  https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa
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