Are We Together?

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts (Acts 2:46)

Our Lutheran brothers in West Africa often ask out loud, “Are we together?” It’s
partly because poor internet connections make it difficult to understand one
another. But the question also serves the purpose of verifying group unity during the
discussion of vitally important issues.

Together with Missionaries

“Are we together?” is a question that WELS missionaries in Africa can respond to
with a resounding, “Yes!” Through weekly online meetings, daily email exchanges,
and instant messages the missionaries living in Malawi and in Zambia strive to work
closely together.


https://welsfriendsofafrica.com/are-we-together/

The opening worship service of our quarterly meeting in Lusaka

Last month, the members of the One Africa Team gathered together in Lusaka,
Zambia. It was their first face-to-face meeting since 2019. This was an opportunity to
renew personal relationships. We also officially welcomed new missionaries Ben
Foxen and Keegan Dowling to our team. We face the exciting challenge of knitting
together a new team. After 54 years of service, Missionary Ernst Wendland has
retired. Several other missionaries will be returning to the States over the next
several years,


https://welsfriendsofafrica.com/ndine-mlendo-mdziko-lachildendo/

Making new friends and renewing old acquaintances

Our missionaries are also working together to develop new strategies to pursue new
mission opportunities across the African continent. We are not abandoning our old
friends in Central Africa! Our partners’ stability permits us to consider the
redeployment of some of our staff to other regions. It is a humbling privilege to be
on the ground floor of these initial conversations. We are developing these plans
together and trust the Lord of the harvest to direct us.

Working with Partners

One Africa Team is the face of the WELS in Africa. As such, we act on behalf of our
Synod as a “granting agency.” We manage the resources that donors have entrusted
to us for kingdom work. One Africa Team works with ministries that 1) share the full
Word of God 2) gather and shepherd flocks with Word and Sacrament, and 3)
promote local responsibility and ownership. The ministries that meet these criteria
are what WELS World Missions considers “healthy” and worthy of support.
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Our team members from the US joined our sessions remotely

Changes to the status quo are both exhilarating and frightening. Missionaries must
trust one another unreservedly. New mission families desire to be integrated into
the team. Mission partners want to see that their counterparts pay attention to their
concerns. We all need encouragement to stand firm against Satan’s assaults on the
Gospel. Meeting together in person meets all of these needs and many more. “Are
we together?” “By the grace of God, we are together!”

Missionary John Roebke lives in Malawi

Please pray for those working in fields that are ripe for harvest. Share their story,
engage with future news and receive updates. Learn more about our mission fields
in Africa and how the Holy Spirit is working faith in people’s hearts
at https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa


https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa

