
A New Bishop in Tanzania
The Apostle Paul once wrote to Timothy, “This is a faithful saying: if a man desires
the position of a bishop, he desires a good work.” (1 Timothy 3:1, NKJV). In other
translations, the word “bishop” is rendered “overseer.” Regardless of the term used,
the role carries the same weight: to care for Christ’s church, to faithfully teach
God’s Word, and to lead with humility—much like a father guiding his family. Paul’s
words remind us that this is indeed a noble calling.

A Historic Day in Arusha
On Sunday, June 29, 2025, just outside Arusha, Tanzania, a significant milestone was
reached. After 17 years of faithful service, Bishop Baltazari Kaaya of the Africa
Mission Evangelism Church (AMEC) consecrated Pastor  Judah Pallangyo as  the
newly elected bishop. Bishop Pallangyo has long been a dedicated servant within
AMEC, having served both as a pastor and as Secretary of Theological Training.
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AMEC and WELS: A Growing Relationship
In recognition of the growing relationship between Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod (WELS) and AMEC, Missionary Howard Mohlke was invited to attend the
consecration. The relationship between AMEC and the WELS began in 2020 through
online conversations with Pastor Makundi Davis, leader of the Kilimanjaro District.
The following year, WELS Missionary John Hartmann visited Tanzania, marking the
beginning of a deeper partnership.





Over the past four years, WELS missionaries and members of the Commission on
Inter-Church Relations (CICR) have met regularly with AMEC leaders, pastors, and
elders. These meetings have focused on studying Scripture together and exploring
whether a shared confession of faith exists—one that could be publicly affirmed
through a declaration of fellowship.

A Pause for Reflection
Originally, it was hoped that a formal declaration of fellowship could be made at the
2025 WELS Synod Convention. However, as is often the case in ministry, plans can
shift. Bishop Pallangyo has requested more time to revisit the statements of faith
with AMEC’s pastors and elders before moving forward.

While this delay may be disappointing to some, it is also understandable. A new
bishop stepping into such a pivotal moment naturally wants to ensure unity and
clarity among his church leaders.



Looking Ahead with Hope
Even now as of this writing, further meetings for study among the pastors and elders
of AMEC are scheduled, as well as meetings to discuss the future work of the WELS
Mission  Team with  AMEC.  We pray  for  God’s  guidance  and blessing  on  these
discussions and on the future of AMEC’s relationship with WELS. May this new
chapter  under  Bishop  Pallangyo’s  leadership  be  marked  by  wisdom,  faith,  and
fruitful collaboration.

Missionary Howard Mohlke lives in Zambia and is the One Africa Team Leader

Please pray for those working in fields that are ripe for harvest. Share their story,
engage with future news, and receive updates. Learn more about our mission fields
in  Africa  and  how  the  Holy  Spirit  is  working  faith  in  people’s  hearts



at  https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa
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