A Growing French Ministry

French ministry in Africa is growing day by day. The One Africa Team is currently
working and in contact with ten different francophone church groups in various
countries. One of these churches is the Mission Evangélique Luthérienne au Congo
(MELC) from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

Travel Challenges

MELC’s church headquarters are located in Lubumbashi, a town close to the border
of Zambia. Because of the conflict in DRC, the MELC church leaders travel across
the border to meet us in a town in the northern part of Zambia called Ndola. This is
a great blessing because we are still able to work on growing our relationship with
our Congolese brothers, even though we are currently unable to travel to their
country.

CICR Meetings

This past January, we moved another step towards growing closer with MELC. On
this trip, we brought Professor Brad Wordell from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary to
join us in our meetings with church leaders. Prof. Wordell serves WELS not only as a
professor, but he also serves on the Commission of Inter-church Relations (CICR).
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Bringing a representative from CICR to evaluate MELC’s church constitution and
confession of faith is a vital part of our four-stage process in establishing formal
fellowship with our partners in Africa. We were able to discuss in detail these
documents, as well as plans for ministry training and our goal of growing together in
God’s Word.


https://welsfriendsofafrica.com/enter-stage-right/

Spirit-filled Worship

While we were in Ndola with MELC, we organized a joint worship service.
Approximately twenty-five MELC members from Lubumbashi travelled down to
Ndola to participate. It was a great opportunity to experience how our brothers and
sisters worship, as well as listen to their choirs who sang in both French and

Swahili!



v

We look forward to growing even closer together with our French-speaking brothers,
and we pray that God continues to grow their ministry in the DRC. We also continue
praying for political peace so that we might one day return to the DRC to visit our
new friends at their local churches.

Missionary Jake Vilhauer lives in Lusaka, Zambia

Please pray for those working in fields that are ripe for harvest. Share their story,
engage with future news, and receive updates. Learn more about our mission fields
in Africa and how the Holy Spirit is working faith in people’s hearts
at https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa
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